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There could be no better homage to recently deceased sociologist
Charles C. Moskos than dedicating to him this selection of the papers
presented at RC01's international conference in Seoul (July 2008). It
offers an up-to-date view of the panorama of social studies on armed
forces and conflict resolution in a context of fast-moving change that
renders many preceding theoretical previsions obsolete. Just to cite two
aspects of this change, one can point first of all to how the presented
studies move beyond the very concept of globalization, after which the
conference had been named.
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Recent developments in theory, algorithms, and applications in
optimization and control are discussed in this proceedings, based on
selected talks from the ‘Optimization, Control, and Applications in the
Information Age’ conference, organized in honor of Panos Pardalos’s
60th birthday. This volume contains numerous applications to optimal
decision making in energy production and fuel management, data
mining, logistics, supply chain management, market network analysis,
risk analysis, and community network analysis.  In addition, a short
biography is included describing Dr. Pardalos’s path from a shepherd
village on the high mountains of Thessaly to academic success. Due to
the wide range of topics such as global optimization, combinatorial
optimization, game theory, stochastics and programming contained in
this publication, scientists, researchers, and students in optimization,
operations research, analytics, mathematics and computer science will
be interested in this volume.


