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In the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen of 1789,
French revolutionaries proclaimed the freedom of speech, religion, and
opinion. Censorship was abolished, and much like the early American
Republic, France appeared to be on a path towards freedom, tolerance,



and pluralism. Four years later, however, the country slid into a period
of political terror. Thousands were indicted for speech crimes, many of
whom were guillotined. The revolutionary government also set out to
morally regenerate society, monitoring and engineering public opinion
in ways scholars have characterized as t



