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Origins of a future sovereign -- The Wu family -- Wu's father rises

from a merchant to a nobleman -- Mr. Wu marries up -- Mr. Wu
becomes a governor -- Mr. Wu departs this realm -- The establishment
of the tang dynasty -- Mr. Wu's sponsor becomes the second emperor
of the tang dynasty -- Empress Changsun and a few of the courtiers --
Miss Wu becomes an imperial concubine -- The sons vie for the
succession -- Selecting the crown prince -- Introduction to the crown
prince -- Sent to a nunnery -- The new emperor reigns -- Empress
Wang gets Wu back to the palace -- Empress Wang and concubine Xiao
unite against concubine Wu -- Concubine Wu fights back -- The
courtiers take sides -- Empress Wang and her supporters take a mis-
step-- Empress Wang and the crown prince are removed -- Wu
becomes empress -- From empress to empress dowager -- Advancing
supporters and annihilating opponents -- Taking part in politics -- The
pleasures of traveling -- Relationship with her children -- The empress
dowager consolidates her power -- Standing at the top -- View from
the summit -- Rebellions -- The largest rebellion -- The rebellions of
the Princes Li -- Other rebellions -- Abuse of power at every level --
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Picking favorites -- Naming a successor -- Empress Wu's favorites --
Relations with other nations -- Tibet -- Korea -- The Tujue clan --

Japan and Arabia -- Famous legends about Empress Wu -- Face

reading -- Flowers blooming in winter -- Other legends.

Europe and Great Britain have had many sovereign queens in the course
of history. In ancient China, there was none of that. Only one Empress
ever ruled China in her own name - Empress Wu. Given her startling
performance in a world of deadly intrigue and shifting loyalties, Wu is

still respected as an effective and clear-sighted ruler.
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[Front cover] -- [Title page] -- Preface -- Conference history -- High
Voltage Association Student Excellence Award -- Committee chairs and
staff -- Conference exhibitors -- Table of contents -- PLS-II as the
leading Korean accelerator project and its role for mega-science
accelerator projects in Korea -- The evolution of pulsed modulators
from the Marx generator to the Solid State Marx modulator and beyond
-- Editorial by the executive committee chair -- Compact silicon SGTO
module for pulse switching beyond 6 kV, 100 kA -- SPICE analysis of
an innovative solid-state Marx topology utilizing a boost regulator
circuit to generate millisecond pulses with low droop -- A high power
cascode switch for rapid and efficient energy transfer at high repetition



rates -- New concepts for pulsed power modulators: Implementing a
high voltage Solid-State Marx Modulator.



