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This book discusses the first language acquisition of three
morphosyntactic mechanisms of transitivity alternation in arctic Quebec
Inuktitut. Data derive from naturalistic longitudinal spontaneous

speech samples collected over a nine-month period from four Inuit
children. Both basic and advanced forms of passive structures are



shown to be used productively by Inuktitut-speaking children at an
early age relative to English-speaking children, but consistent in age
with speakers of non-Indo-European languages reported on in the
literature; potential explanations of this difference include freque



