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At his death, Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-1864) was universally
acknowledged in America and England as "™'the Great Romancer.
Novels such as The Scarlet Letter and The House of the Seven Gables
and stories published in such collections as Twice-Told Tales continue
to capture the minds and imaginations of readers and critics to this
day. Harder to capture, however, were the character and personality of
the man himself. So few of the essays that appeared in the two years
after his death offered new insights into his life, art, and reputation

that Hawthorne seemed fated to premature obscurity or,



