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This engaging and wide-ranging history of language anxiety ranges
from the Tower of Babel to the internet. It shows how worry about
language results from and causes linguistic change, as well as fuelling
perennial concerns about class, culture, identity, and social change. - ;
This book looks at the ever-present anxieties associated with language
change. Focusing on English from Alfred the Great to the present, Tim
Machan offers a fresh perspective on the history of language. He
reveals amusing and sometimes disconcerting aspects of our linguistic
and social behavior and suggests that anxiety a



