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It is one of the great questions of American history--why did the
Southern states bolt from the Union and help precipitate the Civil War?
Now, acclaimed historian William W. Freehling offers a new answer, in
the final volume of his monumental history The Road to Disunion. Here
is history in the grand manner, a powerful narrative peopled with
dozens of memorable portraits, telling this important story with skill



and relish. Freehling highlights all the key moments on the road to war,
including the violence in Bleeding Kansas, Preston Brooks's beating of
Charles Sumner in the Senate chambers, th



