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"In his study of the New South and foreign affairs, Tennant  McWilliams
raises a central question: why have southerners failed to  develop a
realistic attitude about U.S. relations with the rest of the  world? He
notes that throughout their history southerners have  encountered
failure, poverty, guilt, defeat, and ridicule and that their  experiences
seem at odds with the notions of invincibility that have  fueled the
flames of American idealism. Yet McWilliams points out that
southerners have joined with northerners in accepting the ideas of a
mission to extend the American way of life
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