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This handbook is conceived as a comprehensive history of the North
Germanic languages from the oldest times up to the present day.
Whereas most of the traditional presentations of Nordic language
history are confined to individual languages and often concentrate on
purely linguistic data, the present work covers the history of all Nordic
languages in its totality, embedded in a broad culture-historical
context. The Nordic languages are described both individually and in
their mutual dependence as well as in relation to the neighboring non-
Nordic languages.


