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The outstanding nineteenth-century biblical scholar and Semitist
William Robertson Smith gave three courses of Burnett Lectures on the
Religion of the Semites at Aberdeen just over a century ago. The first
series, published in 1889 (2nd edn, 1894), has long been a classic
work. The second and third series were never published, owing to the
author's ill health; however, the manuscript of them still exists in the
Cambridge University Library and was recently discovered by John Day,
who has produced this edited version of the work to commemorate the
centenary of Smith's death. The Lectures, which
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