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The first systematic analysis of American literature textbooks used by
college instructors in the last century. Scholars have long noted the role
that college literary anthologies play in the rising and falling

reputations of American authors. Canons by Consensus examines this
classroom fixture in detail to challenge and correct a number of
assumptions about the development of the literary canon throughout
the 20th century. Joseph Csicsila analyzes more than 80 anthologies
published since 1919 and traces not only the critical fortunes of



individual authors, but also the treatment of entire gen



