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"The present volume arises out of the work of the Prophetic Texts and
their Ancient Contexts Group, a Society of Biblical Literature Group ...
"--Preface.
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Urbanism in ancient society has now become an important topic for
both classical and ancient Near Eastern scholars. Equally, the question
of prophecy as social institution and literary corpus has been
increasingly problematized. The essays in this volume bring together
these crucial aspects of modern biblical research, the scope ranging
from methodological issues about sociology and urbanism to Assyrian
prophecies and specific biblical texts. An introductory chapter surveys
recent anthropological study on urbanism, summarizes the essays, and
places the different contributions in context.



