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A daring and innovative study that rewrites the story of American
pragmatism.   Emancipating Pragmatism is a radical rereading of
Emerson that posits African- American culture, literature, and jazz as
the very continuation and embodiment of pragmatic thought and
democratic tradition. It traces Emerson's philosophical legacy through
the 19th and 20th centuries to discover how Emersonian thought
continues to inform issues of race, aesthetics, and poetic discourse.
Emerson's pragmatism derives from his abolitionism, Michael Magee
argues, and a
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