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<DIV>An unflinching critical analysis of government is contained in
this work, which distills complex economic and political issues for the
layperson. Combining an economist's analytical scrutiny with an
historian's respect for empirical evidence, the book attacks the data on
which governments base their economic management and their
responses to an ongoing stream of crises. Among the topics discussed
are domestic economic busts, foreign wars, welfare programs such as
social security, the arts of political leadership, the intrusive efforts of
governments to protect people from themselves, and


