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Exploring the fundamental question of how a new discipline comes into
being, this groundbreaking book tells the story of the emergence of
native ethnology in Imperial Japan, a "one nation" social science
devoted to the study of the Japanese people. Roughly corresponding to
folklore studies or ethnography in the West, this social science was
developed outside the academy over the first half of the twentieth
century by a diverse group of intellectuals, local dignitaries, and
hobbyists. Alan Christy traces the paths of the distinctive individuals
who founded <span style="



