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Imposing, Maintaining, and Tearing Open the Iron Curtain: The Cold
War and East-Central Europe, 1945-1989, edited by Mark Kramer and
Vit Smetana, provides an in-depth survey of the origins, consolidation,
slow erosion, and abrupt demise of the Cold War divisions in Europe
after World War Il. The contributors to this volume examine how the
Cold War kept the continent divided for nearly 45 years, but ultimately
came to a largely peaceful end, contrary to expectations.
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Nation, Culture, Text: Australian Cultural and Media Studies is the first
collection of cultural studies from Australia, selected and introduced
for an international readership. Participating in the de-centring' of
cultural studies - considering what perspectives other than the
European and the American have to offer - the contributors raise
important issues about the role of a national tradition of critical theory,
and about the cultural specificity of theory itself. A key theme is the
place of the postcolonial nation within contemporary cultural theory.



