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This magnum opus is not another catalogue of the forms of biblical
literature, but a deeply reflected account of the significance of form
itself. Buss writes out of his experience in Western philosophy and the
intricate involvement of biblical criticism in philosophical history.
Equally, biblical criticism and the development of notions of form are
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related to social contexts, whether from the side of the aristocracy
(tending towards generality) or of the bourgeois (tending towards
particularity) or of an inclusive society (favouring a relational view).
Form criticism, in Buss's conception, is


