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This is a study of the domestic application of armed coercion during
the reign of Louis XIV. It examines the coercive aspects of tax
collection, the royal response to tax revolts, and the use of force to
convert the king’s Protestant subjects and to wage a devastating
counterinsurgency campaign against Protestant rebels in the mountains
and plains of Languedoc. Relying heavily on archival sources, the study
demonstrates that both the coercive inclination of Louis XIV and the
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coercive capabilities of the French army have been overstated. This
raises questions about some common assumptions regarding the role
of the army in the projection of state power and its contribution to the
process of state formation in Early Modern France.


