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Memory, Narrative and the Great War provides a detailed examination
of the varied and complex war writings of a relatively marginal figure,
Patrick MacGill, within a general framework of our current pre-
occupation with blood, mud and suffering. In particular, it seeks to
explain how his interpretation of war shifted from the heroic wartime
autobiographical trilogy, with its emphasis on 'the romance of the
rifleman’ to the pessimistic and guilt-ridden interpretations in his post-
war novel, Fear!, and play, Suspense. Through an exploration of the
way in which war-time experiences were remembered






