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Sommario/riassunto American Tropics' refers to a kind of extended Caribbean, an area that
includes the southern USA, the Atlantic littoral of Central America, the
Caribbean islands, and northern South America. European colonial
powers fought intensively here against indigenous populations and
against each other for control of land and resources. The regions in the
American Tropics share a history in which the dominant fact is the
arrival of millions of white Europeans and black Africans; share an
environment that is tropical or sub-tropical; and share a socio-
economic model (the plantation), whose effects lasted


