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"Presented in this volume are papers delivered at a conference of the
Philip and Muriel Berman Center for Jewish Studies at Lehigh University
entitled 'The archaeology of Israel: constructing the past, interpreting
the present' held on the Lehigh campus in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania,
May 22-24, 1994"--Introd.
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This challenging volume offers a timely and extensive overview of the
current state of archaeology in Israel. Contributed by leading scholars,
the essays focus on current problems and cutting-edge issues, ranging
from reviews of ongoing excavations to new analytical approaches. Of
interest not only to archaeologists, but to social historians as well, the



topics include archaeology and social history, archaeology and
ethnicity, as well as the overarching issue of how texts and
archaeological knowledge are to be combined in the reconstruction of
ancient Israel.



