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William Wordsworth's creative collaboration with his 'beloved Sister'
spanned nearly fifty years, from their first reunion in 1787 until her
premature decline in 1835. Rumours of incest have surrounded the
siblings since the 19th century, but Lucy Newlyn sees their cohabitation
as an expression of deep emotional need, arising from circumstances
peculiar to their family history. Born in Cockermouth and parted when
Dorothy was six by the death of their mother, the siblings grew
upseparately and were only reunited four years after their father had
died, leaving them destitute. How did their orpha



