1. Record Nr.

Autore
Titolo

Pubbl/distr/stampa

ISBN

Descrizione fisica

Altri autori (Persone)
Disciplina
Soggetti

Lingua di pubblicazione
Formato

Livello bibliografico
Note generali

Nota di bibliografia
Nota di contenuto

Sommario/riassunto

UNINA9910453596203321
Jeffreys-Jones Rhodri
The FBI : a history / / Rhodri Jeffreys-Jones ; Mary Valencia, design

New Haven, Connecticut : , : Yale University Press, , 2007
©2007

0-300-13887-3

1 online resource (326 p.)

ValenciaMary

363.250973

HISTORY / General
Electronic books.

Inglese

Materiale a stampa

Monografia

Description based upon print version of record.
Includes bibliographical references and index.

Frontmatter -- CONTENTS -- PREFACE -- CHAPTER 1 Race and the
Character of the FBI -- CHAPTER 2 Secret Reconstruction, 1871-1905
-- CHAPTER 3 Proud Genesis, 1905-1909 -- CHAPTER 4 Loss of
Mission, 1909-1924 -- CHAPTER 5 The First Age of Reform, 1924-
1939 -- CHAPTER 6 Counterespionage and Control, 1938-1945 --
CHAPTER 7 The Alienation of Liberal America, 1924-1943 -- CHAPTER
8 Gestapo Fears and the Intelligence Schism, 1940-1975 -- CHAPTER 9
Anachronism as Myth and Reality, 1945-1972 -- CHAPTER 10 A Crisis
of American Democracy, 1972-1975 -- CHAPTER 11 Reform and lIts
Critics, 1975-1980 -- CHAPTER 12 Mission Regained, 1981-1993 --
CHAPTER 13 Strife and Slippage, 1993-2001 -- CHAPTER 14 9/11 and
the Quest for National Unity -- NOTES -- BIBLIOGRAPHY -- INDEX

This fast-paced history of the FBI presents the first balanced and
complete portrait of the vast, powerful, and sometimes bitterly

criticized American institution. Rhodri Jeffreys-Jones, a well-known
expert on U.S. intelligence agencies, tells the bureau's story in the
context of American history. Along the way he challenges conventional
understandings of that story and assesses the FBI's strengths and
weaknesses as an institution. Common wisdom traces the origin of the
bureau to 1908, but Jeffreys-Jones locates its true beginnings in the
1870s, when Congress acted in response to the Ku Klux Klan campaign
of terror against black American voters. The character and significance



of the FBI derive from this original mission, the author contends, and
he traces the evolution of the mission into the twenty-first century. The
book makes a number of surprising observations: that the role of J.
Edgar Hoover has been exaggerated and the importance of attorneys
general underestimated, that splitting counterintelligence between the
FBI and the CIA in 1947 was a mistake, and that xenophobia impaired
the bureau's preemptive anti-terrorist powers before and after 9/11.
The author concludes with a fresh consideration of today's FBI and the
increasingly controversial nature of its responsibilities.



