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This study breaks new ground in describing how various linguistic and
pragmatic mechanisms affect both the form of the narrative clause and
the arrangement of the grammatical elements. The various possible
forms that a narrative clause can take are classified in terms of their
'topic-comment' and 'focus-presupposition’, and it is argued that the
way in which these are articulated dictates the word order in the clause.
The outcome of the study demonstrates that the traditional binary
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distinction between foreground and background, based purely on verb
forms, is inadequate. A new model is offered
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América Latina esta pasando desde hace varios afios por una crisis
politica, econémica y social cuya seriedad es cada vez mas palpable. El
primer ensayo de este trabajo evalla el nuevo Tratado de Montevideo
(1980) y su relevancia para el desarrollo econémico y social de la
region en el decenio de los ochenta; el segundo analiza las
perspectivas socioecondmicas de la subregion centroamericana en los
afios venideros y las posibilidades futuras de integracién en esta area
latinoamericana tan convulsa.






