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"At the height of their power in the late eleventh century, the Chaco
Anasazi dominated a territory in the American Southwest larger than
any European principality of the time. Developed over the course of
centuries and thriving for over two hundred years, the Chacoans'
society collapsed dramatically in the twelfth century in a mere forty
years. David E. Stuart incorporates extensive new research findings
through groundbreaking archaeology to explore the rise and fall of the
Chaco Anasazi and how it parallels patterns throughout modern
societies in this new edition. Adding new research findings on caloric
flows in prehistoric times and investigating the evolutionary dynamics
induced by these forces as well as exploring the consequences of an
increasingly detached central Chacoan decision-making structure,
Stuart argues that Chaco's failure was a failure to adapt to the
consequences of rapid growth--including problems with the misuse of
farmland, malnutrition, loss of community, and inability to deal with
climatic catastrophe. Have modern societies learned from the
experience and fate of the Chaco Anasazi, or are we risking a similar
cultural collapse?"--
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theory, or the idea of "secret teachings” in ancient Judaism and
Christianity has found "gnosticism" compelling. Yet the term
"gnosticism," which often connotes a single rebellious movement
against the prevailing religions of late antiquity, gives the false
impression of a monolithic religious phenomenon. Here Michael
Williams challenges the validity of the widely invoked category of
ancient "gnosticism" and the ways it has been described. Presenting
such famous writings and movements as the Apocryphon of John and
Valentinian Christianity, Williams uncovers the similarities and
differences among some major traditions widely categorized as
gnostic. He provides an eloquent, systematic argument for a more
accurate way to discuss these interpretive approaches. The modern
construct "gnosticism™ is not justified by any ancient self-definition,

and many of the most commonly cited religious features that
supposedly define gnosticism phenomenologically turn out to be
questionable. Exploring the sample sets of "gnostic" teachings, Williams
refutes generalizations concerning asceticism and libertinism, attitudes
toward the body and the created world, and alleged features of protest,
parasitism, and elitism. He sketches a fresh model for understanding
ancient innovations on more "mainstream" Judaism and Christianity, a
model that is informed by modern research on dynamics in new
religious movements and is freed from the false stereotypes from
which the category "gnosticism" has been constructed.



