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Myth, art, literature, film, and other discourses are replete with
depictions of evil plants, salvific plants, and human-plant hybrids. In
various ways, these representations intersect with “deep-rooted”
insecurities about the place of human beings in the natural world, the
relative viability of animalian motility and heterotrophy as evolutionary
strategies, as well as the identity of organic life as such . Plants
surprise us by combining the appearance of harmlessness and
familiarity with an underlying strangeness. The otherness of vegetal life
poses a challenge to our ethical, philosophical, and existential
categories and tests the limits of human empathy and imagination. At
the same time, the resilience of plants, their adaptability, and their
integration with their habitat are a perennial source of inspiration and
wisdom. Plants and Literature: Essays in Critical Plant Studies examines
the manner in which literary texts and other cultural products express
our multifaceted relationship with the vegetable kingdom. The range of
perspectives brought to bear on the subject of plant life by the various
authors and critics represented in this volume comprise a novel vision
of ecological interdependence and stimulate a revitalized sensitivity to
the relationships we share with our photosynthetic brethren.
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Chapter 2 - Gathering Information; Hold Discussions; Start with the
Leaders; Ask the Public Services Staff; Don't Forget the Patrons - Your
Customers; Observing; Note; Chapter 3 - The Planning Process; Pull
Your Information Together
Gather a CommitteeGo Visit the Managers Again; Note; Chapter 4 -
Building the Branch; First Decisions; Content Management System; What
Do You Want Your CMS to Do?; CMS Options; Windows or Linux?; Next
Up: Design; The Design Process; HTML Prototype; Seeking Feedback;
Building: Getting Started; Time; Deadlines; Staff; Creating Content;
Notes; Chapter 5 - What to Do Once Your Site Is Built; Focus on Staff;
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Improvements; Touching Base; Modeling the Way; Creating a Style
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Chapter 6 - Creating Community at the Digital BranchWhat Is Digital
Community?; Tools That Help Facilitate Digital Community; Blogs; IM
and SMS Messaging; Twitter; Outposts - Content and Comments;
Getting Participation at Your Digital Branch; Listening First; Creating
Content; Being Real; Notes; Chapter 7 - Planning for the Next Phase;
Current Updates; Building Outposts; Strategic Planning: Next Steps; No
Dry Rot; Teaching/Training; Chapter 8 - Resources; Books on Building
and Improving Websites; Blogs and Websites Relevant to this Report;
Great List of Web Designers to Follow on Twitter
Content Management SystemsWikipedia List of Content Management
Systems; Social Media Tools to Enhance your Digital Branch; Must-Have
Social Networking Sites - Start with These; Other Useful Tools and
Services; Selected Digital Branches
This issue of Library Technology Reports explores the idea of the
digital branch-a library website that is a vital, functional resource for
patrons and enhances the library's place within its community.
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