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Describes the startling discoveries being made in the very real science
of astrobiology, an intriguing new field that blends astronomy, biology,
and geology to explore the possibility of life on other planets. Jeffrey
Bennett takes readers beyond UFOs to discuss some of the tantalizing
questions astrobiologists grapple with every day: What is life and how
does it begin? What makes a planet or moon habitable? Is there life on
Mars or elsewhere in the solar system? How can life be recognized on
distant worlds? Is it likely to be microbial, more biologically complex--
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or even intelligent? What would such a discovery mean for life here on
Earth?--From publisher description.
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Setting the Scene -- Gendered Patterns of Education, Work, and Family
Life -- University Restructuring and Global Markets -- Social Capital
and Gendered Responses to University Practices -- Gendered Families
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Explaining the Academic Gender Gap -- Methodological Appendix.
Women earn nearly half of all new PhDs in Canada, the United States,
Australia, New Zealand, and the United Kingdom. Why, then, do they
occupy a disproportionate number of the junior-level positions at
universities while their male counterparts continue to snap up 80
percent of the more prestigious jobs? In Academic Careers and the
Gender Gap, Maureen Baker explains the reasons behind this
inequality, drawing on interviews with male and female scholars,
previous research, and her own thirty-eight-year academic career.
Using a feminist political economy and interpretive theoretical
framework, she argues that current university priorities and collegial
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relations often magnify the impact of gendered families and identities
and perpetuate the academic gender gap. Baker sets academia in the
wider context of restructuring labour markets and gendered earning
patterns within families. The result is a revealing portrait of significant
and persistent differences in job security, institutional affiliation,
working hours, rank, salary, job satisfaction, collegial networks, and
career length between male and female scholars.
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2012: modern misconceptions vs. reconstructing ancient maya
perspectives / John Major Jenkins.
21 December 2012 was believed to mark the end of the thirteenth
B'ak'tun cycle in the Long Count of the Mayan calendar. Many people
believed this date to mark the end of the world or, at the very least, a
shift to a new form of global consciousness. Examining how much of
the phenomenon is based on the historical record and how much is
contemporary fiction, the book explores the landscape of the modern
apocalyptic imagination, the economics of the spiritual marketplace,
the commodification of countercultural values, and the cult of celebrity.


