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Americas in historical perspective / Michael Zeuske -- Ideal models of
slave management in the Roman world and in the ante-bellum
American South / Enrico Dal Lago and Constantina Katsari -- Panis,
disciplina, et opus servo : the Jesuit ideology in Portuguese America
and Greco-Roman ideas of slavery / Rafael de Bivar Marquese and
Fabio Duarte Joly -- Processes of exiting the slave systems : a typology
/ Olivier Petre-Grenouilleau -- Emancipation schemes : different ways
of ending slavery / Stanley Engerman -- Spartiates, helots, and the
direction of the agrarian economy: toward an understanding of
helotage in comparative perspective / Stephen Hodkinson.
A ground-breaking edited collection charting the rise and fall of forms
of unfree labour in the ancient Mediterranean and in the modern
Atlantic, employing the methodology of comparative history. The
eleven chapters in the book deal with conceptual issues and different
approaches to historical comparison, and include specific case-studies
ranging from the ancient forms of slavery of classical Greece and of the
Roman empire to the modern examples of slavery that characterised
the Caribbean, Latin America and the United States. The results
demonstrate both how much the modern world has inherited from the
ancient in regard to ideology and practice of slavery; and also how
many of the issues and problems related to the latter seem to have
been fundamentally similar across time and space.


