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In the 1980's, a research team led by Parisian scientists identified
several unique DNA sequences, or haplotypes, linked to sickle cell
anemia in African populations. After casual observations of how
patients managed this painful blood disorder, the researchers in
question postulated that the Senegalese type was less severe. The
Enculturated Gene traces how this genetic discourse has blotted from
view the roles that Senegalese patients and doctors have played in
making sickle cell ""mild"" in a social setting where public health
priorities and economic austerity programs have forced people to
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Expert storytellers weave together the science, technological advances,
medical urgencies, and human stories that chronicle the development
of the field of diagnostic virology.
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