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Using language and thought to fix events in time is one of the most
complex computational feats that humans perform. In the first book-
length taxonomy of temporal frames of reference, Vyvyan Evans
provides an overview of the role of space in structuring human
representations of time. Challenging the assumption that time is
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straightforwardly structured in terms of space, he shows that while
space is important for temporal representation, time is nevertheless
separate and distinguishable from it. Evans argues for three distinct
temporal frames of reference in language and cognition and evaluates
the nature of temporal reference from a cross-linguistic perspective.
His central thesis is that the hallmark of temporal reference is
transience, a property unique to the domain of time. This important
study has implications not only for the relationship between space and
time, but also for that between language and figurative thought, and
the nature of linguistically-mediated meaning construction.
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What can--and what can't--philosophy do? What are its ethical risks--
and its possible rewards? How does it differ from science? In Philosophy
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as a Humanistic Discipline, Bernard Williams addresses these questions
and presents a striking vision of philosophy as fundamentally different
from science in its aims and methods even though there is still in
philosophy "something that counts as getting it right." Written with his
distinctive combination of rigor, imagination, depth, and humanism,
the book amply demonstrates why Williams was one of the greatest
philosophers of the twentieth century. Spanning his career from his
first publication to one of his last lectures, the book's previously
unpublished or uncollected essays address metaphysics, epistemology,
and ethics, as well as the scope and limits of philosophy itself. The
essays are unified by Williams's constant concern that philosophy
maintain contact with the human problems that animate it in the first
place. As the book's editor, A. W. Moore, writes in his introduction, the
title essay is "a kind of manifesto for Williams's conception of his own
life's work." It is where he most directly asks "what philosophy can and
cannot contribute to the project of making sense of things"--answering
that what philosophy can best help make sense of is "being human."
Philosophy as a Humanistic Discipline is one of three posthumous
books by Williams to be published by Princeton University Press. In the
Beginning Was the Deed: Realism and Moralism in Political Argument
was published in the fall of 2005. The Sense of the Past: Essays in the
History of Philosophy is being published shortly after the present
volume.


