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How can the European Union engage and connect with the people it
aims to represent? What initiatives and schemes have been used to
engage EU citizens? To what extent can such procedures be considered
a move forward towards a more participative and democratic Europe?
This collection of internationally recognised specialists in European
integration and innovative democratic practices seek to answer these
key questions, explore European citizens' thoughts and opinions about
the EU and evaluate the governing elite's attempts to engage with the
public.
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China's growing economic, military and political stability have, for the
first time, started to gain international recognition. As China
increasingly opens up to the world, its unique role in the context of
economic globalization is becoming more pronounced, which is
exemplified by its recent membership of the WTO and Beijing 's
successful bid to host the Olympic Games. Unsurprisingly, this has
resulted in an explosion in the popularity of English language learning
in China, which has, in turn, led to radical reform of the curricula,
teaching methods, teacher education and assessment system.
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