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Sommario/riassunto In this book, discussions on African brain circulation and transnational
society provide new insights and point to fertile research and policy



agendas. Today, a globally important dilemma concerns citizens who
either depart from their homeland to enhance their life chances in a
rich society - but possibly contribute to a brain drain for their
homeland - or stay home and work - but possibly contribute to a brain
waste since conditions at home will not allow them to contribute
commensurately with their capability. Increasingly, scholars on the
subject of global South-to-West emigrants argue that it is not just a
possibility of a brain drain occurring when citizens emigrate or brain
waste occurring when they stay home, but rather a brain gain when
they emigrate strategically and contribute to development in the

homeland.
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Sommario/riassunto

parergon: Baudelaire translates Rousseau.

Originally published in 1986. The ghastly fate of a drowned man
brought to a lake's surface in Wordsworth's "Prelude” typifies a
fundamental pattern in Romantic writing, argues Cynthia Chase.
Disfiguration involves not only a departure from representation but a
disruption of the logic of figure or form, a decomposition of the figures
composing the text. Ultimately it manifests the conflict between a
work's meaning and its mode of performance. By means of an intense
engagement with texts in the romantic tradition, Decomposing Figures
rearticulates and recasts crucial concepts in recent literary theory,
including the notion of the self-referential or self-reflexive nature of
the literary work. Chase's readings show that, far from implying a
privileged status, the work's self-reflexive structure entails its opacity,
its inability to read itself, and the necessity of its decompaosition.



