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the Peloponnesian War offers a hew evaluation of the origins and
causes of the conflict, based on evidence produced by modern
scholarship and on a careful reconsideration of the ancient texts. He
focuses his study on the question: Was the war inevitable, or could it
have been avoided?Kagan takes issue with Thucydides' view that the
war was inevitable, that the rise of the Athenian Empire in a world with
an existing rival power made a clash between the two a certainty.
Asserting instead that the origin of the war "cannot, without serious
distortion, be treated in isolation from the internal history of the states
involved," Kagan traces the connections between domestic politics,
constitutional organization, and foreign affairs. He further examines
the evidence to see what decisions were made that led to war, at each
point asking whether a different decision would have been possible.
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"Bringing together the work of literary critics, social scientists, activists,
and creative writers, this edited collection explores the complex
relationships between environmental change, political struggle, and
cultural production in the Caribbean. It ranges across the archipelago,
with essays covering such topics as the literary representation of
tropical storms and hurricanes, the cultural fallout from the Haitian
earthquake of 2010, struggles over the rainforest in Guyana, and the
role of colonial travel narratives in the reorganization of landscapes.
The collection marks an important contribution to the fields of
Caribbean studies, postcolonial studies, and ecocriticism. Through its
deployment of the concept of 'world-ecology,' it offers up a new angle
of vision on the interconnections between aesthetics, ecology, and
politics. The volume seeks to grasp these categories not as discrete (if
overlapping) entities, but rather as differentiated moments within a
single historical process. The 'social' changes through which the
Caribbean has developed have always involved changes in the
relationship between humans and the rest of nature; and these changes
have long been entangled with the emergence of new kinds of cultural
production. The contributors to this collection provide a series of
unique insights into the relationship between aesthetic practice and
specific ecological processes and pressure-points in the region. More
than ever Caribbean writers and artists are engaging explicitly with
environmental concerns in their work; this volume responds to that
trend by bringing literary and cultural criticism into sustained dialogue
with debates around local, national, and regional ecological issues"--
Publisher description.



