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This book examines the charismatic Christian reformation presently
underway in Botswana's time of AIDS and the moral crisis that divides
the church between the elders and the young, apostolic faith healers.
Richard Werbner focuses on Eloyi, an Apostolic faith-healing church in
Botswana's capital. Werbner shows how charismatic "prophets"-holy
hustlers-diagnose, hustle, and shock patients during violent and
destructive exorcisms. He also shows how these healers enter into
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prayer and meditation and take on their patients’ pain and how their
ecstatic devotions create an aesthetic in which beauty beckons God.
Werbner challenges theoretical assumptions about mimesis and
empathy, the power of the word, and personhood. With its
accompanying DVD, Holy Hustlers, Schism, and Prophecy integrates
textual and filmed ethnography and provides a fresh perspective on
ritual performance and the cinematic.
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City to 1650 / Frank "Trey" Proctor -- To Be Free and Lucumi : Ana de
la Calle and Making African Diaspora Identities in Colonial Peru / Rachel
Sarah O'Toole -- Between the Cross and the Sword : Religious Conquest
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"Exploring the connections between colonial Latin American
historiography and the scholarship on the African Diaspora in the
Spanish empires, Africans to Spanish America points to the continuities
as well as disjunctures between the two fields of study. While a majority
of the research on the colonial diaspora focuses on the Caribbean and
Brazil, analysis of the regions of Mexico and the Andes open up new
questions of community formation that incorporated Spanish legal
strategies in secular and ecclesiastical institutions as well as
articulations of multiple African identities. Therefore, it is critically
important to expand the lens of the Diaspora framework that has come
to shape so much of the recent scholarship on Africans in the
Americas. Comprised of nine original essays, this volume is organized
into three sections. Starting with voluntary and forced migrations
across the Atlantic, Part | explores four distinct cases of identity
construction that intersect with ongoing debates in African Diaspora
scholarship regarding the models of continuity and creolization in the
Americas. Part Il interrogates how enslaved and free people employed
their rights as Catholics to present themselves as civilized subjects,
loyal Christians, and resisters to slavery. Part Il asks how free people of
color claimed categories of inclusion based on a identities of
professional medical practitioners of "white" in transformative moments
of the late colonial period"--
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