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This book deals with problems facing children and youth in African

cities today. African populations have high growth rates and,
consequently, relatively high proportions of young people. Population
growth in rural areas has stretched resources leading to urban

migration and a rapid growth of cities. Economies have not grown
apace with the population; and in some countries, economies have even
shrunk. The result is a severe lack of resources in cities to meet the
needs of the growing populations, shown in high unemployment,
inadequate housing, poor services, and often extreme poverty. All the



