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For a British Empire that stretched across much of the globe at the start
of the nineteenth century, the interiors of Africa and Australia remained
intriguing mysteries. The challenge of opening these continents to
imperial influence fell to a proto-professional coterie of determined
explorers. They sought knowledge, adventure, and fame, but often
experienced confusion, fear, and failure. The Last Blank Spaces follows
the arc of these explorations, from idea to practice, from intention to
outcome, from myth to reality. Those who conducted the hundreds of
expeditions that probed Africa and Australia in the nineteenth century
adopted a mode of scientific investigation that had been developed by
previous generations of seaborne explorers. They likened the two
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continents to oceans, empty spaces that could be made truly knowable
only by mapping, measuring, observing, and preserving. They found,
however, that their survival and success depended less on this system
of universal knowledge than it did on the local knowledge possessed by
native peoples. While explorers sought to advance the interests of
Britain and its emigrant communities, Dane Kennedy discovers a more
complex outcome: expeditions that failed ignominiously, explorers
whose loyalties proved ambivalent or divided, and, above all, local
states and peoples who diverted expeditions to serve their own
purposes. The collisions, and occasional convergences, between British
and indigenous values, interests, and modes of knowing the world are
brought to the fore in this fresh and engaging study.
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"Globalization of the food supply has created conditions favorable for
the emergence, reemergence, and spread of food-borne pathogens-
compounding the challenge of anticipating, detecting, and effectively
responding to food-borne threats to health. In the United States, food-
borne agents affect 1 out of 6 individuals and cause approximately 48
million illnesses, 128,000 hospitalizations, and 3,000 deaths each year.
This figure likely represents just the tip of the iceberg, because it fails
to account for the broad array of food-borne illnesses or for their
wide-ranging repercussions for consumers, government, and the food
industry-both domestically and internationally. A One Health approach
to food safety may hold the promise of harnessing and integrating the
expertise and resources from across the spectrum of multiple health
domains including the human and veterinary medical and plant
pathology communities with those of the wildlife and aquatic health
and ecology communities.  The IOM's Forum on Microbial Threats
hosted a public workshop on December 13 and 14, 2011 that
examined issues critical to the protection of the nation's food supply.
The workshop explored existing knowledge and unanswered questions
on the nature and extent of food-borne threats to health. Participants
discussed the globalization of the U.S. food supply and the burden of
illness associated with foodborne threats to health; considered the
spectrum of food-borne threats as well as illustrative case studies;
reviewed existing research, policies, and practices to prevent and
mitigate foodborne threats; and, identified opportunities to reduce
future threats to the nation's food supply through the use of a "One
Health" approach to food safety. Improving Food Safety Through a One
Health Approach: Workshop Summary covers the events of the
workshop and explains the recommendations for future related
workshops"--Publisher's description.
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