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This title reflects the general theme of the 2010 IACR annual
conference that was held in Padova, Italy, the aim of which was to
provide a fresh view on some cultural and structural changes involving
Western societies after the world economic crisis of 2008, from the
point of view of Critical Realism. Global society is often regarded as
disrupting identities and blurring boundaries, one which entails giving
up ideas of structure and fixity. Globalization supposedly introduces?a
""liquid™ era of fluidity where everything is possible, and anything
goes. Nevertheless, its current dynamics ar
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