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The first decade of the 21st century has seen a proliferation of North
American and European films that focus on African politics and society.
While once the continent was the setting for narratives of heroic
ascendancy over self (The African Queen, 1951; The Snows of
Kilimanjaro, 1952), military odds (Zulu, 1964; Khartoum, 1966) and
nature (Mogambo, 1953; Hatari!,1962; Born Free, 1966; The Last Safari,
1967), this new wave of films portrays a continent blighted by
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transnational corruption (The Constant Gardener, 2005), genocide
(Hotel Rwanda, 2004; Shooting Dogs, 2006), 'failed states' (Blac


