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The German Empire, its structure, its dynamic development between
1871 and 1918, and its legacy, have been the focus of lively
international debate that is showing signs of further intensification as
we approach the centenary of the outbreak of World War I. Based on
recent work and scholarly arguments about continuities and
discontinuities in modern German history from Bismarck to Hitler, well-
known experts broadly explore four themes: the positioning of the
Bismarckian Empire in the course of German history; the relationships
between society, politics and culture in a period o
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