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At the turn of the millennium, Mexico seemed to have finally found its
path to political and economic modernization; a state which had been
deeply embedded in society was being pulled out, with new political
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leaders allowing market forces to play a greater role in guiding the
nation's economic development, and allowing old patron-client
networks to crumble. At the same time, many hoped that political and
legal reforms would increase the state's capacity to provide prosperity,
security, and equity for its citizens. In the midst of this historic
transformation, however, Mexico was confronted


