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On organized crime and political finance : why does the connection
matter? / Kevin Casas-Zamora -- Argentina : two cases / Delia M.
Ferreira Rubio -- Brazil : crime meets politics / Bruno Wilhelm Speck --
Colombia : coexistence, legal confrontation, and war with illegal armed
groups / Mauricio Rubio -- Cost Rica : four decades of campaign
finance scandals / Kevin Casas-Zamora -- Mexico : organized crime
and elections / Leonardo Curzio -- Bulgaria : perception and reality /
Daniel Smilov -- Italy : the Godfather's Party / Donatella della Porta and
Alberto Vannucci.

The relationship between criminal syndicates and politicians has a long
history, including episodes even from the earliest years of America's
colonies. But while organized crime may not get the headlines it once
did in North America, the resurgence of such criminal activity in Latin
America, and in some European nations, has grabbed the public's
attention.In Dangerous Liaisons noted scholars describe and analyze
the role of organized crime in the financing of politics in selected
democracies in Latin America (Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica,



and Mexico) and in Europe (Bulgaria and Ita



