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The title of this volume appears to suggest that modernity is somehow
devoid of something of utmost importance. Sixteen years after the
death of Leo Strauss, certainly one of the most profound thinkers in the
twentieth century, the model of liberal democracy has been declared
victorious, not to say final and true. Due to unrestrained acceptance of



such a perspective, a real tension between human beings disappears as
there is only one way of being 'correct'. Having taken it into
consideration, we point toward something that goes beyond the
discussion about the pros and cons of liberal democracy. It would be
presumptuous to believe that the current embrace of the liberal-
democratic model of culture has definitely settled the question, 'How to
live?' And if modernity threatens to silence this most important

question, or to neglect its importance as seen by common sense, it
seems all the more important to show that the contemporary answers
fall short of being self-evident.



