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The outlook for the Middle East and North Africa region is mixed. Oil-
importing countries are witnessing tepid growth, and the moderate
recovery expected in 2013 is subject to heightened downside risks. For
the Arab countries in transition, ongoing political transitions also weigh
on growth. With policy buffers largely eroded, the need for action on
macroeconomic stabilization and growth-oriented reforms is becoming
increasingly urgent. Countries will need to put in place safety nets to
protect the poor and build consensus for some difficult fiscal choices.
The region's oil exporters are expected


