
UNINA99104527884033211. Record Nr.

Titolo The voices of Morebath [[electronic resource] ] : reformation and
rebellion in an English village / / Eamon Duffy

Pubbl/distr/stampa New Haven, : Yale University Press, c2001

ISBN 0-300-17502-7

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (261 p.)

Disciplina 274.23/52

Soggetti Reformation - England - Morebath
Electronic books.
Morebath (England) Church history 16th century

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Livello bibliografico

Note generali Bibliographic Level Mode of Issuance: Monograph

Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references (p. [200]-208) and index.

Sommario/riassunto

Frontmatter -- Contents -- Acknowledgements -- A note on names
and spelling -- Preface -- Illustrations -- 1. A Place Apart -- 2. The
Voices of Morebath -- 3. The Pursuit of Peace -- 4. The Piety of
Morebath -- 5. Banishing Saint Sidwell -- 6. Morebath Dismantled -- 7.
Under Two Queens -- Appendix: The Wardens of Morebath --
Bibliography -- Notes -- Index
In the fifty years between 1530 and 1580, England moved from being
one of the most lavishly Catholic countries in Europe to being a
Protestant nation, a land of whitewashed churches and antipapal
preaching. What was the impact of this religious change in the
countryside? And how did country people feel about the revolutionary
upheavals that transformed their mental and material worlds under
Henry VIII and his three children?In this book a reformation historian
takes us inside the mind and heart of Morebath, a remote and tiny
sheep farming village on the southern edge of Exmoor. The bulk of
Morebath's conventional archives have long since vanished. But from
1520 to 1574, through nearly all the drama of the English Reformation,
Morebath's only priest, Sir Christopher Trychay, kept the parish
accounts on behalf of the churchwardens. Opinionated, eccentric, and
talkative, Sir Christopher filled these vivid scripts for parish meetings
with the names and doings of his parishioners. Through his eyes we
catch a rare glimpse of the life and pre-Reformation piety of a
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sixteenth-century English village.The book also offers a unique window
into a rural world in crisis as the Reformation progressed. Sir
Christopher Trychay's accounts provide direct evidence of the motives
which drove the hitherto law-abiding West-Country communities to
participate in the doomed Prayer-Book Rebellion of 1549 culminating
in the siege of Exeter that ended in bloody defeat and a wave of
executions. Its church bells confiscated and silenced, Morebath shared
in the punishment imposed on all the towns and villages of Devon and
Cornwall. Sir Christopher documents the changes in the community,
reluctantly Protestant and increasingly preoccupied with the secular
demands of the Elizabethan state, the equipping of armies, and the
payment of taxes. Morebath's priest, garrulous to the end of his days,
describes a rural world irrevocably altered and enables us to hear the
voices of his villagers after four hundred years of silence.


