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In 1955, Ngo Dinh Diem organized an election to depose chief-of-state
Bao Dai, after which he proclaimed himself the first president of the
newly created Republic of Vietnam. The United States sanctioned the
results of this election, which was widely condemned as fraudulent, and
provided substantial economic aid and advice to the RVN. Because of
this, Diem is often viewed as a mere puppet of the United States, in
service of its Cold War geopolitical strategy. That narrative, Jessica M.
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Chapman contends in Cauldron of Resistance, grossly oversimplifies
the complexity of South Vietnam's domestic politics and, indeed,
Diem's own political savvy. Based on extensive work in Vietnamese,
French, and American archives, Chapman offers a detailed account of
three crucial years, 1953-1956, during which a new Vietnamese
political order was established in the south. It is, in large part, a history
of Diem's political ascent as he managed to subdue the former Emperor
Bao Dai, the armed Hoa Hao and Cao Dai religious organizations, and
the Binh Xuyen crime organization. It is also an unparalleled account of
these same outcast political powers, forces that would reemerge as
destabilizing political and military actors in the late 1950's and early
1960's.Chapman shows Diem to be an engaged leader whose
personalist ideology influenced his vision for the new South Vietnamese
state, but also shaped the policies that would spell his demise.
Washington's support for Diem because of his staunch anticommunism
encouraged him to employ oppressive measures to suppress dissent,
thereby contributing to the alienation of his constituency, and helped
inspire the organized opposition to his government that would emerge
by the late 1950's and eventually lead to the Vietnam War.
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Mutative Media is a sweeping examination of how communication
technologies have contributed to changes in people’s thoughts and
actions, and thus in the power structures of societies, in the past, at
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present, and in four alternative futures. We start by surveying what is
generally known about the emergence of human language and speech
that has enabled humans to extend their organizing abilities beyond
that of other hominids. We then review research on the emergence of
signs, symbols, and eventually writing, which led to new ways of
thinking, acting, and organizing in scribal societies and vastly extended
human influence globally. We consider the impact of the printing press
in Europe, the Middle East, China, and Korea that led to various ways of
thinking and organizing in modern societies, and conclude our
historical survey with a discussion of the emergence and impact of
electric and electronic communication technologies from the nineteenth
century to the present. After a brief overview of what “futures studies”
is and is not, based on our extensive experience in the field, we present
four generic alternative futures, and discuss a prototype of a hybrid,
mixed-reality game designed to enable players to experience the
power and potential of new communication technologies within four
very different environments and conditions. We think you will be
intrigued by our surprising findings and what they may mean for future
generations!


