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In her first collection of poems, Kansas native Amy Fleury captures
images of dragging clotheslines, baked lawns, and sweet potato babies,
inserting them with an earnest dignity into her stories of midwestern
life. Beautiful Trouble explores the subtleties of landscape, place,
families, girlhood, womanhood, and everyday existence on the prairie.
Fleury writes of the Midwest with authenticity, speaks of romance with
delicate allure, and recalls the heartbreak of childhood without self-
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pity. In meditations on resilience and life's contradictions, Fleury
engages her characters


