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Romantic love presents some of life's most challenging questions. Can
we choose who to love? Is romantic love rational? Can we love more
than one person at a time? And can we make ourselves fall out of love?
In On Romantic Love, Berit Brogaard attempts to get to the bottom of
love's many contradictions. This short book, informed by both
historical and cutting edge philosophy, psychology, and neuroscience,
combines a new theory of romantic love with entertaining anecdotes
from real life and accessible explanations of the neuroscience
underlying our wildest passions. Against the grain, Brogaard
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Warlords are individuals who control small territories within weak
states, using a combination of force and patronage. In this book,
Kimberly Marten shows why and how warlords undermine state
sovereignty. Unlike the feudal lords of a previous era, warlords today
are not state-builders. Instead they collude with cost-conscious,
corrupt, or frightened state officials to flout and undermine state
capacity. They thrive on illegality, relying on private militias for
support, and often provoke violent resentment from those who are cut
out of their networks. Some act as middlemen for competing states,
helping to hollow out their own states from within. Countries ranging
from the United States to Russia have repeatedly chosen to ally with
warlords, but Marten argues that to do so is a dangerous proposition.
Drawing on interviews, documents, local press reports, and in-depth
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historical analysis, Marten examines warlordism in the Pakistani tribal
areas during the twentieth century, in post-Soviet Georgia and the
Russian republic of Chechnya, and among Sunni militias in the U.S.-
supported Anbar Awakening and Sons of Iraq programs. In each case
state leaders (some domestic and others foreign) created, tolerated,
actively supported, undermined, or overthrew warlords and their
militias. Marten draws lessons from these experiences to generate new
arguments about the relationship between states, sovereignty, "local
power brokers," and stability and security in the modern world.
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Sommario/riassunto This book describes the properties of single polymer molecules and
polymeric materials and the methods how to characterize them. Molar
masses, molar mass distributions and branching structure are
discussed in detail. These properties are decisive for a deeper
understanding of structure/properties relationships of polymeric
materials. This book therefore describes and discusses them in detail.
The mechanical behavior as a function of time and temperature is a key
subject of the book. The authors present it on the basis of many
original results they have obtained in their long research careers. They
present the temperature dependence of mechanical properties of
various polymeric materials in a wide temperature range: from
cryogenic temperatures to the melt. Besides an extensive data
collection on the transitions of various different polymeric materials,
they also carefully present the physical explanations of the observed
phenomena. Glass transition and melting temperatures are discussed,
particularly, with their relevance for applications. A comprehensive part
of the book deals with properties of polymers in the molten state and
their decisive influence on the processing of the materials. The book
presents and discusses viscous and elastic properties in detail as a
function of molar mass, polydispersity, and branching. This book
addresses students of polymer and materials science, as well as other
natural sciences. Besides this educational value, it will also serve as a
valuable monograph for everyone dealing with polymers and polymeric
materials, from research, over development, to applications.


