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Cheap print moved across Europe in surprising ways, crossing unusual
distances by unusual routes and by unusual means. Pedlars, news, and
cheap print defy the conventional categories and models of
distribution: we need to think about their extraordinary diversity, and
about the means by which their unstable cultural images inflect
distribution. Books were not dead things, and the examination of Italy,
the Netherlands and Britain, three regions that contain instructive
parallels and contrasts, reveals their unpredictable liveliness. This
collection of essays, which emerges from transnational dialogues about
pedlars and commerce and communication, examines the various
means by which cheap print moved across Europe, and the cultural and
material and economic premises of the European landscape of printing
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