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Why did New Mexico remain so long in political limbo before being
admitted to the Union as a state? Combining extensive research and a
clear and well-organized style, Robert W. Larson provides the answers
to this question in a thorough and comprehensive account of the
territory's extraordinary six-decade struggle for statehood. This book

IS no mere chronology of political moves, however. It is the history of a
turbulent frontier state, sweeping into the current almost every colorful
character of the territory. Not only politicians but ranchers, outlaws,
soldiers, newspapermen, Indians, merc






