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A top economist weighs in on one of the most urgent questions of our
times: What is the source of inequality and what is the remedy?In Giving
Kids a Fair Chance, Nobel Prize-winning economist James Heckman
argues that the accident of birth is the greatest source of inequality in
America today. Children born into disadvantage are, by the time they
start kindergarten, already at risk of dropping out of school, teen
pregnancy, crime, and a lifetime of low-wage work. This is bad for all
those born into disadvantage and bad for American society.Current
social and education policies directed toward children focus on
improving cognition, yet success in life requires more than smarts.
Heckman calls for a refocus of social policy toward early childhood
interventions designed to enhance both cognitive abilities and such
non-cognitive skills as confidence and perseverance. This new focus on
preschool intervention would emphasize improving the early



environments of disadvantaged children and increasing the quality of
parenting while respecting the primacy of the family and America's
cultural diversity. Heckman shows that acting early has much greater
positive economic and social impact than later interventions--which
range from reduced pupil-teacher ratios to adult literacy programs to
expenditures on police--that draw the most attention in the public
policy debate. At a time when state and local budgets for early
interventions are being cut, Heckman issues an urgent call for action
and offers some practical steps for how to design and pay for new
programs.The debate that follows delves deeply into some of the most
fraught questions of our time: the sources of inequality, the role of
schools in solving social problems, and how to invest public resources
most effectively. Mike Rose, Geoffrey Canada, Charles Murray, Carol
Dweck, Annette Lareau, and other prominent experts participate.
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Hong Kong is a meeting place for migrant domestic workers, traders,
refugees, asylum seekers, tourists, businessmen, and local residents. In
Born Out of Place, Nicole Constable looks at the experiences of
Indonesian and Filipina women in this Asian world city. Giving voice to
the stories of these migrant mothers, their South Asian, African,
Chinese, and Western expatriate partners, and their Hong Kong-born
babies, Constable raises a serious question: Do we regard migrants as
people, or just as temporary workers? This accessible ethnography
provides insight into global problems of mobility, family, and

citizenship and points to the consequences, creative responses,
melodramas, and tragedies of labor and migration policies.
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Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) is a ubiquitous virus that infects 95% of adults
worldwide; the vast majority of persons have asymptomatic or non-
specific primary infection and no complications associated with EBV
during their lifetime. Some persons, particularly those who are infected
as adolescents or young adults, develop infectious mononucleosis. EBV
infects resting B cells and infection in vitro results in transformation

and continuous proliferation of the cells, whereas infection in vivo
results in a latent infection in which proliferation of the cells is
controlled by virus-specific T cells and NK cells. Certain persons have
mutations in genes that result in impaired cellular immunity involving
the function of cytotoxic T cells or NK cells that result in impaired
responses and failure to control EBV. These persons are at risk for
fulminant infectious mononucleosis, EBV-associated
hemophagocytosis, EBV B or T cell ymphoma, or other opportunistic
infections. These genes encode proteins that are important for a variety
of NK and T cell activities: T cell interactions with B cells, NK and T cell
activation, NK and T cell cytotoxicity, priming and expansion of virus-
specific T cells, and control of T cell apoptosis. For most of these
diseases, hematopoietic stem cell transplantation has been the only
curative therapy. However, identification of certain immune deficiencies
has led to new approaches to therapy such as drugs to inhibit
overactive signaling pathways or supplemental magnesium for patients
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with mutations in a magnesium transporter. The study of these EBV-
associated immune deficiencies identifies the importance of these
proteins for the function of T and NK cells and may lead to novel
approaches to therapy for EBV diseases.
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